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Open letter about the plans of the Moscow city authorities to eliminate the Library of Ukrainian Literature 
The Ukrainian diaspora in Russia has become aware of plans of the municipal authorities in Moscow to eliminate the State Library of Ukrainian Literature in the Russian Federation. Today these plans are being carried out.
 	The library was re-founded after the end of the USSR in 1989 at the initiative of Ukrainian public organizations, supported by Moscow municipal authorities and with the personal assistance of Boris Yeltsin, first president of the Russian Federation (the Ukrainian library previously existed in Moscow but was closed during the Stalinist repression of 1938 and its employees were imprisoned). Over the last 26 years, library staff members have created a unique collection of books in Ukrainian, Russian and other languages. 
We are calling to avoid a decision that, for the sake of political expediency, will amount to nothing more than an act of deliberate cultural destruction. It will shut off access to Ukrainian literature for Russian readers, and restrict the cultural and national needs of Ukrainians in Russia.
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